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"Where we have a tent God 

must have an altar, where 

we have a house, He must 

have a church in it."



Jacob is the son of Isaac and 

Rebecca, and the grandson of 

Abraham, Sarah, and Bethuel. 



Bethel means “House of 

God” 

A place where God can reveal 

Himself in a special way.



Genesis 35:1-3
Scripture Lesson



Genesis 35:1, Then God said to 

Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel 

and dwell there; and make an 

altar there to God, who 

appeared to you when you fled 

from the face of Esau your 

brother.



God Helps in our Time of 

Distress

Psalm 25:17, The troubles of my 

heart are enlarged; bring me out 

of my distresses.



Prioritize Drawing Closer to God

James 4:8, Come close to God, and 

God will come close to you. Wash 

your hands, you sinners; purify your 

hearts, for your loyalty is divided 

between God and the world. 



Four Men Built Altars in 

Genesis: 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 



Noah 

Genesis 8:20, Then Noah built an 

altar to the LORD and took some 

of every clean animal and some 

of every clean bird and offered 

burnt offerings on the altar.



Two Reasons Noah Built the 

Altar: 

To Express Fellowship and 

Commitment.



Abraham 

Genesis 12:7-8, Then the LORD appeared to Abram 

and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” 

And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. And he moved from there to the 

mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his 

tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there 

he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name 

of the LORD. 



Isaac

Genesis 26:25, Isaac built an altar 

there and called on the name of 

the LORD. There he pitched his 

tent, and there his servants dug a 

well. 



Jacob

Genesis 33:20, And Jacob set up 

an altar there and called it God, 

the God of Israel. 



Our consecration firstly 

positions us to be worked 

on by Him, which is necessary 

before we can work for Him.



Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. And do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



What is An Altar?

An Altar is a place that is 

designed or separated for 

worship unto God, a place of 

fellowship with God.



An Altar is used as a Place:

❖ To Pray

❖ To Offer Sacrifice 

❖ To Make Commitments

❖ To Humble Oneself



It’s easy to get involved 

in other things and 

neglect the altar. 



Three Types of Altars

1.Personal Altar- a personal means of 

communication and fellowshipping with God. 

2. Family or Home Altar – a place where family 

members meet to commune with God.

3.Church Altar – a unified place of worship for 

Christians.



Hebrews 10:22-25, Let us draw near with a true heart in 

full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 

pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 

without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;) And 

let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 

good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching.



Becoming Altar-Conscious



II Corinthians 6:16, For we are the 

temple of the living God. As God 

has said: “I will live with them 

and walk among them, and I will 

be their God, and they will be my 

people.”



I Peter 2:25, You also, like living 

stones, are being built into a 

spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ.



The altar of your heart is one 

life lived for God. You are 

worship. Your Life is worship.



Bible Study Follow Up Questions:

1. Share your greatest take away from today’s lesson.

2. What is the meaning of “Bethel” and “El-Bethel”?

3. Explain the spiritual significance of the four men building an altar in Genesis?

4. What is your definition of an altar?

5. Name the three types of altars mentioned in today’s lesson?

6. It is important that we become altar conscious. Why?

7. It’s easy to get involved in other things and neglect the altar. Can you identify some 

distractions?


